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DESCRIPTION, ^c. 



Up o:n rebuilding the family mansion at Wotton, under the 
directions of a distinguished Architect, after the calamitous 
fire in October, 1820, a number of Shields were placed by 
him round the upper part of the Entrance-Hall, intended 
for a display of Arms, one of them opposite the entrance 
being designed for the Duke of Buckingham's arms, another 
over the Front Door for those of the Marquis of Chandos, 
and eighteen intermediate Shields for any Coats of Arms 
which might be thought suitable to fill them. 

No plan had been settled for the selection of these Arms, 
and neither the noble Owners of the Mansion, nor their 
Architect, being willing to undertake it, a friend of the 
family was applied to, the writer of these pages, on account 
of the knowledge he was supposed to have of the subject, 
to advise what Coats of Arms would be most proper for 

m 

the decoration of these Shields ; and his advice, under cir- 
cumstances which made the decision difficult, led to the 
arrangement which has been adopted. 

From the oblong shape of the Shields, and the Labels at 
the top of them, they appeared best calculated for single 
Coats, and in any ordinary instance that would have been 
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the mode of filling them : but in the case of a family 
whose quarterings exceed seven hundred in number^ there 
would have been great embarrassment in choosing from 
among them the limited number of eighteen Coats^ which 
should be so pre-eminently distinguished to the exclusion 
of all the others. And as for distributing the whole number 
over eighteen Shields^ so as to give about forty to each, 
that arrangement could not have been admitted consist- 
ently with the rules of heraldry ; and the number of names 
which must in that case have been crowded into each 
JLiabel, would at that height have appeared confused and 
illegible. 

The advice therefore given, in order to avoid these 
objections, was to recur to the ancient practice observable 
in old Halls, and painted Windows, of making such Shields 
the memorials of particular family marriages : by which plan 
only two names, those of the Husband and Wife, Baron 
and Femme, need be inserted in each Label, at the same 
time that the Shields might be enriched with a variety of 
emblazonment by introducing quarterings belonging to 
either of the parties, a preference being given to such as 
illustrated their family history, or denoted any splendid 
alliance, or claim to titles aud property. The selection of 
the marriages to be commemorated would be attended 
with no difficulty, as it would of course be those of the 
distinguished Heiresses, who have most contributed to the 
wealth and splendour of the family. After selecting 
eighteen, there would perhaps still remain a few, which 
we should regret to leave unnoticed : but the ground of 



preference would be so obvious that we could not hesitate 
in our choice, although we might wish there had been room 
for a few others. The plan however was to be accom- 
modated to the number of Shields, which had been cisuallt 
put up, and which could not then conveniently be altered. 
If therefore, in adopting the arrangement *rhich appeared 
the best suited for them, it was necessary to omit some 
of the matches of this description, and also to pass over 
many splendid alliances, which, though not consisting of 
heiresses, have added advantageous and important connec- 
tions to the family, it has not been done from choice, but 
has arisen out of the circumstances above stated. 

Some of these last mentioned alliances, splendid in them- 
selves without any inheritance attending them, are of a 
very early date : but the plan being limited to heiresses, 
transmitting claims of property and rank to their descend- 
ants, it was not consistent therewith to go further back 
than the match of Grenville and Boteler in 1433 in the 
Duke's family, or that of Grey, and Ferrers of Groby in 
1430, in the Duchesses family^ and as this latter is the 
commencement of a series of claims to many distinguished 
Baronies, it has been found most convenient to begin with 
Grey and Ferrers, .and to trace down their line to the 
connection with the house of Grenville, the history of which 
has then been taken up and pursued through the toatches, 
which have tended most to its aggrandisementi till brought 
down with all its accumulation <>f heraldic honours to the 
present generation. ^ ' . .i 



Following this arraDgement^ and making it our first 
object to trace the ancient baronies which may be claimed 
by the family from their source, the first Shield here de- 
scribed will be that of 

GREY AND FERRERS of Groby, 

1430. 

The Bridegroom in this case is Sir Edward Grey, eldest 
son by the second marriage, of Reginald Lord Grey of 
Ruthyn. The Bride is Elizabeth, sole heiress of Henry, son 
and heir of William Lord Ferrers of Groby. Reginald 
Lord Grey, by his first wife, Mary, daughter of William 
Lord Roos, had an only son, John Grey, Ancestor to the 
Earls and Dukes of Kent. By his second marriage however 
with Joan, sole heiress of William Lord Astley, he had, 
besides other children, the said Sir Edward Grey, heir to 
his mother's Barony of Astley, in right of which he quarters 
the cinquefoil ermine. By Sir Edward's marriage with 
Elizabeth de Ferrers, which this Shield commemorates, he 
obtained the Barony of Ferrers of Groby, with portions of 
the Baronies of Verdon, and Ufford, the Arms of which 
appear quartered together in the Impalement. He was 
summoned to Parliament as Baron Ferrers of Groby, in 
the 25th of Henry VI. (1446) and in several subsequent 
years, and died in the 36th year of that reign. 

The offspring of this marriage. Sir John Grey, formed an 
alliance which proved the means of greatly elevating and 
distinguishing his descendants, having married Elizabeth 



Widville^ who when left a widow, captivated the heart of the 
young Monarch, Edward the IVth., and becoming Queen 
of England, was the occasion of the highest honours being 
successively showered on this family. This marriage is 
accordingly made the subject of the second shield, 

GREY AND WIDVILLE, 

1451. 

The Arms of Grey, on the husband's side, are quartered 
with those of Astley, Ferrers, Verdon, and Uffbrd, being 
the Baronies which he inherited in his Mother's and Grand- 
mother's right. The femme side is occupied by the arms 
of Widville, the extreme simplicity of which, a canton and 
a fesse conjoined, indicates the antiquity and distinction of 
the family to whom it belonged ; which Arms, by the death 
of Richard Earl Rivers, in 1489, without issue, became one 
of the quarterings of the family of Grey, and will appear as 
such in the Shield next given. 

The Lady Grey, now Queen Elizabeth, having issue sur- 
viving by her former husband, it was to be expected that 
she would avail herself of her influence with the King for 
their promotion and aggrandisement ;' and accordingly, as 
soon as the age of her eldest son. Sir Thomas Grey, would 
permit, a match was by the Royal favour provided for him 
with one of the richest Wards of the Crown, viz. Cecilia, 
only child of Lord Bonville, who inherited the joint Baronies 
of Bonville and Harrington, to which latter was attached 
the third portion of another Barony, that of Moulton. This 
is the match commemorated by the third Shield, 
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GREY AND BONVILLE^ 

1470. 

Here the quarterings of Grey, already recited, appear 
on the husband's side with the addition of Widville, which 
though not belonging to them at the date of this match, 
came so soon afterwards, that it appeared only taking a 
fair liberty to make thi3 addition here as a memorial of so 
splendid a connection, now transmitted to their descen- 
dants. On the Lady's side appear the Arms of the distin- 
guished and wealthy Family of Bonville, quartered with 
those of Harrington and Moulton. 

This match with Bonville' was thought so highly of at 
4faat period, that it was supposed to have been regai*ded 
with envy by the Royal Brotherii : aiid it fs so described 
1^ Shakspeare, when, upon Gloucestef's observation to the 
King, 

" But in your Bride you buiy Brotherhood^" 

Clarence is represented as adding : 

** Or else you would not have bestowed the heir 
Of the Lord Bonville on your new Wife's Son j 
And leave your Brothers to go speed elsewhere.*'* 

The same influence which procured him th|s desirable 
iqatch, soon aftei^wa-rds occasioned jhis advancement, (April 

18, 1475), to the ^igmty of Mfirquesa of Dorset, which 

.... • ' ' ■ 

he enjoyed for above twenty five years, bating his suffer- 
ings during the three years of King Richard's reign, when 

* Hed. VI. Pt. Sd. A. 4. 
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he uras attainted^ and for a time under a cloudy but soon 
emerged to splendour on the accession of Henry VII. His 
son Thomas (the eldest of seven) succeeded him^ and 
distinguished himsdf in the tournaments of France early 
in the reign of Henry VIII. It was reserved for his grand- 
son Henry^ (son of this Thomas^ by Margaret Wotton) 
to form an alliance far more splendid than any other which 
we shall have to record, having the good fortune to unite 
himself with Frances Brapdon, King Henry Vllth's grand- 
daughter, being the daughter of Charles Brandon, Duke 
of Suflfolk, by Mary, the French Queen, sister to King 
Henry VIII., a match so important, that we have thought 
it advisable to go a step back, in order to include the illus- 
trious parents of this Lady ; and trace back her lineage from 
its royal isource. The next shield has accordingly been made 
a memorial of the Duke of Suffolk's marriage with the 
above-named Princess, as follows : 

BRANDON AND TUDOR. 

1514. 

Here we hare the Arms of Brandon Duke of Suffolk 
impaling France and England, the Arms borne by the 
Plantagenets from the reign of Edward III., two of the 
Lions being derived from William the Conqueror, the third 
from Plantagenet Earl of Anjou, and the fleurs de lis from 
Isabel, Queen to Edward II., only daughter of Philip the 
Fair, King of France, who but for the interposition of the 
Salic Law, would have brought with her not only the Arms 
but the entire Kingdom of France. Henry VII. upon 
acquiring the Crown, retained the Name of Tudor, though 

B 
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he discarded the Arms (a Chevron between three Morions) 
and adopted the Arms of his Qneen^ without her name ; not 
indeed consistently with the rales of Heraldry, but the will 
of the Sovereign on such a point is absolute and not to be 
questioned. His Descendants have consequently held these 
Arms by a double right : and succeeding Kings have consi^ 
dered them as appertsuning to the Crown of England, and 
held them with every change of name, quartered however 
from James the First's time, with the Arms of Stewart and 
those of Ireland, till occasion was taken, upon the Union 
with Ireland, to make an entire new Arrangement of the 
Royal Arms as they now appear on our coin. 

The Princess Mary, youngest daughter of Henry VII., 
married this Duke of Suffolk with the full consent of Henry 
VIII., and had a son, who died at an early age, besides the 

above-named Lady Frances and another daughter. King 

« 

Henry was always partial to this branch of his family, 
and under the authority of an Act of Parliament gave 
them priority over the issue of his sister Margaret, Queen 
of Scotland, in the succession to the Crown, a measure 
of palpable injustice, which tended only to bring down 
ruin upon those whom he meant to serve. For when 
Edward the VI. and his Council were intent upon secur- 
ing the Protestant Religion from the overthrow which 
awaited it upon the succession of Mary, they availed them- 
selves of this precedent ; and the youngmonarch was persuad- 
ed, as the best means of effecting this object, to cause Letters 
Patent under the Great Seal to be issued, jg^ving this branch 
also priority over his sisters Mary and Elizabeth ; an act of 
violence towards those whom it superseded, and not likely 



to be favorably received by the country^ whatever might be 
the sense of religious dangers upon which it was grounded. 
Lady Jane Grey^ who^ as the eldest grand-daughter of the 
Princess Mary^ was made the victim of this scheme^ had no 
reason to thank Edward's Councillors for their partiality. 
We will however suspend any further observations on this 
point, and proceed to the description of our fifth shield 
commemorating the marriage of Henry Marquis Dorset, 
with the Lady Frances Brandon, already adverted to : viz. 

GEEY AND BRANDON. 

1534. 

On the husband's side the Arms of Grey are given singly 
without the family quarterings. On the lady*8 side we 
have the Arms of Brandon quartering France and England, 
to which she had a double right, from Henry the VII.'s 
adoption of them, and her royal Grandmother's claim to 
them, as heiress of the Plantagenets. At the date of this 
marriage, and for the chief part of their Uves, they bore the 
titles of Marquis and Marchioness Dorset. The Dukedom 
of Sufiblk, destined hereafter to come to them, was at that 
time occupied. The Duke, her father, by his fourth and 
last wife, had two sons, successively Dukes of Sufiblk, who 
survived till July, 1551, the 5th of Edward VL, when they 
V^re taken ofi^ by the sweating sickness. Immediately 
upon this event Marquis Dorset was created Duke of 
Sufiblk, and by that name he and his lady are best known 
in the history of the sad events with which they are con- 
nected. As &r as she could retire, from public observation 
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she had done so. She had surrendered all c(aiin on hei' 
part to her eldest daughter, Liady Jane Grey, who being' 
married to Lord Guildford, the fourth son of Dudley, Duke 
of Northumberland, was the person fixed upon in the 
Letters Patent which Northumberland caused to be issued 
by King Edward and his Council, to succeed to the throne. 
During the young Monarches reign, the Kingdom had 
been governed by a Council, whose chief object, (whether 
under the guidance of Somerset or Northumberland,) was, 
the maintenance of the Protestant religion, and under the 
young Queen they hoped to continue the same system 
undisturbed. It could not be doubted that the Protestant 
cause was in danger in case of Mary's succession, as the 
event proved. The whole kingdom however felt the injus- 
tice of setting aside her right, particularly as it also involved 
the right of the Princess Elizabeth; and they imputed 
sinister motives to Northumberland, whose son, Lord 
Guildford, in his capacity of husband to the young Queen, 
would probably enjoy the principal share of the royal power. 
It was consequently soon found that Lady Jane's party 
could not maintain their ground The plea of religious 
dangers proved unavailing : the Country felt their alle-^ 
giance due to Mary, whatever might be the consequences.. 
In this manner the House of Suffolk was trained on step by 
step into the toils which encompassed them. Their ill-for- 
tune began with Henry the Eighth's favourable disposition in 
giving them an unjust priority over the issue of his eldest 
sister: It followed. them in the several acts setting aside 
Mary and Elizabeth as illegitimate, and incapable of succes- 
sion to the crown^ which Acts, though afterwards reversed 
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by him in his will, under a power given him by Act of 
Parliament, had nevertheless thrown a slur over their birth, 
and led the way to their being again superseded by King 
Edward t Last of all. Lady Jane's unfortunate marriage with 
a son of Northumberland, placed this family under his in- 
fluence, and led them, however reluctant, to the fatal act 
which sealed their ruin. The dangers menacing the Pi*otes- 
tant religion formed the plea which overpowered their better 
judgment, but this did not save them from the cruel Attain- 
der which followed, and which has never since been reversed, 
though all the other attainders of that day on similar 
grounds were reversed or the parties restored in blood 
under the Protestant monarchs who followed. 

Besides Lady Jane Grey, thus prematurely taken off, the 
Duke and Duchess of Suffolk had two other daughters 
viz. the Lady Catherine, whose marriage with Edward, 
Earl of Hertford will be the subject of the sixth Shield : 
and 3rd, the Lady Mary, betrothed to Arthur, Lord Grey, 
of Wilton, but left by him in the fall and misery of her 
house, and married to Martin Keyes, of Kent, Esquire, 
Serjeant Porter to Queen Elizabeth, and she died without 
issue in April, 1578. The Duke himself, though spared at 
the time of his daughter's fate, fell under suspicion in the 
following year, and was brought to trial, and suffered on 
the twenty-third of February, 1554. His Duchess re- 
married Adrian Stokes, Esq. and passed the few remaining 
years of her life in retirement with him. She died in 
December 1559, and was interred in a manner suitable to 
her rank in Westminster Abbey. 

We now proceed to the sixth shield. 
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SEYMOUR AND GREY, 
1560. 

The husband is Edward Seymour, son and heir of the late 
Protector, Duke of Somerset, who had been attainted in the 
5th year of his nephew Edward Vlth's reign : the son however 
was restored as Earl of Hertford, and Baron Beauchamp of 
Hache,in the 1st of Eliz. Two coats are here borne quarterly 
by the name of Seymour; the first, a royal augmentation, 
composed of Lions of England, and fleurs de lis, granted on 
the marriage of Queen Jane Seymour with Henry VIII. The 
other is the ancient feimily coat of Seymour, a pair of 
golden wings conjoined. On the Lady's side we have the 
arms of Grey, quartering Brandon, with France and 
England, borne by the bride. Lady Catherine Grey, as 
heiress to her mother, Frances Brandon, Duchess of Suffolk, 
eldest daughter of the French Queen, and grand-daughter 
of Henry VII. by Elizabeth Plantagenet, daughter of 
Edward IV. This Lady Catherine had been married some 
years before to Henry, Lord Herbert, son of the Earl of 
Pembroke, but was soon afterwards, for valid reasons ac- 
cording to the laws then subsisting, divorced from him, and 
secretly married to the said Edward, Earl of Hertford. 
The year here given, 1560, is the probable date of this 
match, as far as can be ascertained from the secrecy attend* 
ing it. Besides a daughter, Frances, they had two sons, 
Edward and Thomas, the latter of whom was bom in the 
Tower, to which place Queen Elizabeth committed the 
parents in resentment of (he secrecy of their mariiage, 
and the Countess died there in 1567. During this whole reign 
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this family were objects of jealousy, on account of the un- 
certainty whether it would be possible to admit the title of 
Mary, Queen of Scots, to the Crown, whose bigotry, as a 
Roman Catholic, led every reflecting person to fear a 
renewal of the bloody scenes of Queen Mary*s days. But 
in process of time, though with great difficulty on the part 
of Queen Elizabeth, her ministers found the means of re- 
lieving the Country from this fear. The fate of Mary Stewart 
was pitied, but her crimes had certainly been excessive : 
after being an accomplice with the Earl of Bothwell in her 
husband's murder, she had married the muitlerer. And 
while in England, her treasonable intrigues had brought 
the first Duke in the land to the scaffold, to which she 
followed, when a sufficient case was made out against her. 
When duly convicted, her former criminal life, and the 
alarm from the prospect of her succession to the Crown^ 
made a remission of her sentence full of difficulty : but it 
is qmte clear that Queen Elizabeth, though she had signed 
the warrant, was never thoroughly reconciled to that exe- 
cution. While Mary survived the right of succession to the 
Crown of England was kept in abeyance, it being uncertain 
whether the Scotch line must not be set aside on her ac- 
count. And in many of the writings of that day the pre* 
tensions of the House of Suffolk are put forward^ and 
recommended to the adoption of Parliament. This family 
however kept themselves aloof from the scene, sensible of 
the dangers of their situation, and mindful of the past 
troubles of their house. Though Queen Elizabeth blamed' 
her ministers, she felt herself relieved by their act in ridding 
her of Mary, from whose preferable title to the Crown 
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so much danger was apprehended; and she no longer 
shewed any repugnance to the succession of the Stewart 
family, whose right was unquestionable, and on whom, in 
the person of James I. she soon afterwards caused the 
Crown to be settled in due form. 

It seemed cruel, though it might be owing to motives of 
caution, that she never reversed the Duke of Suffolk's at- 
tainder, or restored the Earl of Hertford to the higher title 
of his family, though these several Dukes of Somerset and 
of Suflfolk had been the early champions of the Protestant 
cause, and the latter had suffered from the unrelenting 
severity of a bigoted Government. It does not appear that 
she felt any particular resentment on account of the oppo- 
sition given to her sister Mary, inasmuch as the marked pro- 
tection and favour extended by her to Ambrose and Robert 
Dudley, (two of the sons of Northumberland, the prime 
mover in that opposition) both of them restored in blood, 
employed in high offices, raised to earldoms^ and made 
Knights of the Garter, shews that her mind was wholly 
divested of any such resentment. 

In consequence of the marriage here commemorated, the 
claims of both these families. Grey and Seymour, became 
united in this Earl of Hertford's grand-son, William Sey- 
mour, second son of the aforesaid Edward, called Lord 
Beauchamp, which William, after being created Marquis 
of Hertford in 1640, was finally, in 1660, restored as Duke 
of Somerset, by the reversal of the attainder affecting that' 
title. The baronies however of the Grey family, including 
those of Astley, Ferrers de Groby, Bonville and Harring- 
ton, were left in a state of suspension from the continuance ; 



) 
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of the Duke of Suffolk's attainder^ which doubtless might 
then have been reversed^ had the case been stated^ and a 
wish to that effect been expressed. But having only male 
issue^ and not foreseeing that his fomily was shortly to 
terminate in a grand-daughter^ he perhaps felt no motive 
for urging this measure. He had, moreover, married the 
eldest daughter and eo«heiress of Robert Devereux, Earl 
of Essex, possessing the Baronies of Ferrers of Chartley, 
Bourchier, and Loveyne, to which his descendants would 
have had a preferable claim, bad they been disposed to 
urge their pretensions. Even this however thqr omitted to 
do, and the consequence was, that the Barony of Ferrers 
of Chartley was afterwards allowed to Sir Robert Shirley, 
the descendant of a younger sister, and the Baronies of 
Bourchier and Loveyne still remain in abejrance. 

Though we pass over the connection with the family of 
Devereux in this place, it will be noticed hereafter, and form 
the subject of the 17th and 18th Shields. We now hasten 
to notice the marriage of the said Duke^s grand-daughter, 
Elizabeth Seymour, sole heiress to her brother, William, 
third Duke of Somerset, which Elizabeth, in 1676, gave 
her hand to Thomas Bruce, second Earl of Aylesbury, which 
auspicious nuptials are commemorated in the next and 
seventh shield. 

BRUCE AND SEYMOUR, 

1676. 

On the husband's side we have the Arms of Bruce as 
usually borne by this noble family, long resident in Scot- 
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land^ and cdebrated in the history of that kingdom, but 
tracing its descent from the Barons of Skelton in Yorkshire, 
who were of Norman extraction, and received their great 
possessions in that county, in reward of their services to 
the Conqueror. The Saltire and Chief gules is the general 
bearing of all the Bruces in Scotland, but this family have 
added on a canton the coat irf* Bruce of Skelton, a lion ram- 
pant azure, serving to remind us of its Anglo-Norman 
extraction. The impalement contains the arms of Seymour 
followed by Grey and Brandon in the second and third 
quarters, being such as are necessary to introduce the Royal 
Arms, which occupy the fourth and last quarter. 

Few fiamilies have risen more rapidly to wealth and 
honours than this of Bruce of Kinloss. Sir Edward, who 
came into England with King James I. was the second 

4 

son of Sir David Bruce, and for his. great merits and ser- 
vices previous to the king's accession, was soon after that 
event, in 1603, created ^ Baron of Scotland, by the title of 
Bruce of Kinloss. Edward, his eldest son, the second baron, 
unfortunately fell in a iluel with Sir Edward Sackville, after- 
wards Earl of Dorset. His next brother, Thomas, succeeded 
as third Baron Bruce, and was advanced to be Earl of Elgin 
in Scotland in 1633, and created an English peer by the title 
of Lord Bruce of Whorlton in 1641. His son Robert suc- 
ceeded him in 1663 ; and having the offer of an English earl- 
dom in reward of his father's and his own services to the royal 
femily during the troubles, and being at that time seated at 
Ampthill, in Bedfordshire, he took his title from the town 
of Aylesbury, in the adjoining county of Buckingham ^ with 
which place however he had no previous connection from 
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property or any other tie or claim, but bad recourse to it as 
a town of greater note and consideration, tban any he 
could have named in his own county, or immediate neigh- 
bourhood.* 

By his wife Diana, daughter of Henry Grey, Earl of 
Stamford,^ he had a numerous family, of whom Thomas, 
the eldest surviving son, and second Earl of Aylesbury, is 
the person whose marriage with the Lady Elizabeth Sey- 
mour, is commemorated in the shield now before us. He 
was fortunate in very many respects ; first, in the splendid 
alliance he had formed, bringing with it every thing which 
could add to the consequence and pretensions of his family: 
Secondly, in having a worthy son and heir, whom he lived 
to see summoned to sit with him in the House of Peers as 
Lord Bruce, and most advantageously married to the 
eldest daughter and co-heir of William, second Marquis of 
Halifax, as will be noticed in the next shield : Thirdly, in 
living to see his two eldest grand*children very eligibly 
settled; his grandson, Robert, being married to Frances, 

♦ Lord Brace's choice of Aylesbury for his title, where he was a stran- 
ger^ was justijfied on the ground of neighbourhood, being within twenty, 
four miles of his then residence, though not in the same county. It was, 
however, rendered less suitable in this respect, by the sudden removal of 
the family abode, very soon afterwards, to a distant quarter in Wiltshire. 
This arose from their having many opulent and powerful neighbours so 
closely surrounding them in Bedfordshire, as to cramp their views of improve- 
ment, and prevent the extension of their domains 3 and they were therefore 
glad of an opportunity of fixing their residence at Tottenham m Wiltshire 5 
where they had an extensive range of country, including Savernake Forest, 
at their command. Their new seat has since been adopted into their titles 
of honour by the creation of Lord Bruce of Tottenham, in 1746. 

t This Earl of Stamford was descended from a younger brother of Henry 
Grey, Duke of SuflFolk. 
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daughter of Sir William Blackett ; and his'grand-daaghter^ 
Mary, to Henry, Maitjuis of Carnarvon, son and heir of 
the first Duke of Chandos, which last match we shall have 
the pleasure of noticing in a more particular manner as we 
proceed. We must not however be surprized if we find so 
iHuch good fortune checquered in its turn with instances of 
severe disappointment, to which the fairest hopes are liable. 
It will now be expected that we should describe the shield, 
to which we have alluded, being the eighth in number, com- 
memorating the said marriage of Charles Lord Bruce of 
Wborlton, and the Lady Anne Saville, as follows. 

BRUCE AND SAVILLE. 

1706. 

Here the arms of Bruce appear quartering the coats of 
Seymour, Grey, and Brandon, with the Royal arms in the 
fifth quarter, and those of Bruce repeated in the last quar- 
ter. They impale the arms of the noble and distinguished 
House of Saville, from which have issued many statesmen 
and patriots, at different periods of the history of this king- 
dom. Among them was the grandfather of this lady, George, 
first Marquis of Halifax, employed in some of the highest 
offices of the state. Her fkther, the second Marquis^ was 
twice married ; first, to Elizabeth, daughter and heir to Sir 
Samuel Grimston, Bart., of which marriage she was the 
sole surviving issue: his second wife was Mary Rnch, 
daughter of the Earl of Nottingham, by whom he had 
Dorothy and Mary, afterwards Countesses of Burlington 
and Thanet, co-heiresses with this Lady Bruce. For want 



• 
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of male issue^ the title of Halifax became extinct^ and though 
it was afterwards ^ven to a branch of the family of Mon- 
tague^ it has failed again^ and the true claim to it^ if it were 
ever revived^ would be in the descendants of this lady^ as 
the eldest coheiress of the family first possessing it. The 
said Charles Lord Bruce^ and Lady Anne his wife^ had^ 
besides their son Robert^ and daughter Mary^ already men- 
tioned^ another daughter Elizabeth, who was married to 
Benjamin, son and heir of AUen^ Lord Bathurst^ but left 
no issue ; and by his subsequent marriage with Caroline^ 
daughter of John, Duke of Argyle^ he had another daugh- 
ter^ Mary^ married to Charles^ Duke of Richmond^ who also 
died issueless in 1795. It has been mentioned as having 
been a gratification to Thomas^ Earl of Aylesbury, that he 
had witnessed the happy nuptials of his grandson^ Robert^ 
but he also lived to witness the premature death of that grand- 
son, and the failure of issue in the male line of his family. By 
his death in 1738^ the issue of his sister Mary^ who died about 
the same time^ became the presumptive heirs of the family 
of Bruce, and the expected successors to their property. 
Her son James, afterwards Duke of Chandos^ was then in 
his ninth year^ and besides him she left a daughter^ Caroline, 
afterwards married to James Leigh^ Esq. of Addlestrop. It 
was natural to suppose that the family property would be 
devised to them^ or a trust formed in favour of their descen- 
dants. This prospect however was clouded by circumstan- 
ces, which will appear in a subsequent part of our narra- 
tive. In the mean time our attention is called to the display 
of the. shield which celebrates her marriage with the heir of 
the Chandos family, being the ninth in the series here given. 
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BRYDGES AND BRUCE. 

1728. -Z^^'^^r-''^- 

Here we first meet with the arms of Brydges^ which ap- 
pear on the husband's side, quartering Berkeley and Chan- 
dos. On the lady's side^ the arms of Bruce appear with 
the same quarterings as in the preceding shield, except that 
the coat of Saville, brought in by the last marriage, is added 
in the sixth quarter. We have now cause to regret the 
limitation in the number of shields, which precludes us 
from giving separate memorials of the two important mar- 
riages of Brydges with Berkeley, and of Berkeley 'with 
Chandos, whence the claim to the principal title of the 
family was derived ; which was enjoyed by them for several 
centuries, and after having been for about thirty years dor- 
mant, has by a recent grant been restored to their descend- 
ants. The coat of Chandos, consisting of one of the 
ordinaries of heraldry, or a file gules^ must necessarily be 
of extreme antiquity, in as much as those first receiving 
arms would take them in their simplest form, and would 
ever after have the exclusive right to them ; whilst those 
coming afterwards, must superadd charges of difierent 
kinds, to prevent their clashing with the grants to the ear- 
liest nobility. We should gladly therefore have repeated the 
arms of Chandos in shields separately commemorating these 
two marriages, had there been no limitation to prevent us ; 
but we shall be reminded of them by the above quarterings, 
which we shall have an opportunity of again displaying in 
the tenth and sixteenth shields. 
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As the Marquis of Carnarvon's marriage with Mary 
Bruce had taken place in the life-time of her brother^ who 
married at about the same period with herself^ (1728) it 
would be out of their contemplation, at that moment^ that 
she or her descendants^ would become the representatives 
of the &mily. They would therefore be the less sen- 
sible to any wrong, which, after Robert Bruce*s premature 
decease in 1738, they might sustain in the succession to 
the family property. Thomas, Earl of Aylesbuiy, her 
grandfather, survived till 1741 ; and upon his death it was 
found that his son and successor, Charles, the third Earl, 
was so so intent upon having his name and titles kept dis- 
tinct from those of any other great family, that he was not 
willing his property should descend to the issue of the Mar- 
chioness of Carnarvon, his deceased daughter, or to either of 
his surviving daughters abovementioned, one of whom had 
been then some years married without issue, and the other, 

« 

if she married, might settle in a manner unfavourable to 
his views, and liable to all these objections. He therefore 
took the resolution, as the best mode of repairing the loss 
of his only son, to adopt an heir out of the collaterals of 
his house, upon, whom his titles might by royal favour 
be subsequently engrafted. The ordinary expedient resorted 
to in many families of creating a trust for some future male 
descendant of the daughters was not sufficient to satisfy 
him. Indeed more fully to secure his purpose, he not only 
passed over without scruple the claims of blood, in his own 
&mily, but those alsp of primogeniture in the family from 
which his heir was to be taken, fixing upon the youngest of 
the four sons of his sister, the Countess of Cardigan, lest the 
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second or third son, if chosen^ might afterwards succeed to 
the title and estate of that family. 

In 1746^ he obtained the grant of the barony of Bruce of 
Tottenham, with a reversion to his said youngest nephew^ 
Thomas Brudenell^ who in the following year succeeded 
his uncle in that title^ and assumed the name and arms ef 
Bruce, and afterwards^ in 1776, was advanced to the title ci 
Earl of Aylesbury. The honours^ in Scotland, descended 
to Charles^ Earl of Kincardine, a younger branch of the 
same family, and his son^ Thomas^ is the present Earl ci 
Elgin, and Baron Bruce of Kinloss. 

It must be adniitted, without enquiring whether the object 
sought for by the disinheritance of so many persons, was 
right and proper, that he took the most effectual means of 
obtaining and securing that object. There has not yet been 
any male descendant of his eldest daughter^ who could with 
propriety have been fixed upon, as the separate representa- 
tive of the Bruce family, and his youngest daughter^ Mary, 
married in the same elevated rank as her sister^ and had 
no issue. In the mean time^ the title of the Earl of Cardi- 
gan passed from one brother to another, and is now in the 
son of the third brother, whose only son^ Lord Brudenell, 
alone intervenes between the present possessor and the line 
so anxiously kept apart of the fourth brother. 

That however can now be of little consequcnice^ as by the 
recent grant of a Marquis&te, to the present Lord Ayles- 
bury, that title must ever after take the lead in his family, 
even if the older family title of Cardigan should, from any 
failure of the third brother's male issue, hereafter devolve to 
him. 
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NOTES AND QUERIES. 



■ With prude: 



much has beon rotained. 
for proctors, dowagers f< 

Abbott and SeeTey, who have a msKterly 
section on alliteration in poetry, justly con- 
demn its excessive use in prose. Lylj's 
'' Eaphnes ' is a perfect hot-bod of this device. 
B-uskin more than once confesses his sins in 
that way. On the words " more by the sleu- 
deniea* of the campanula than the security of 
the pine " he later noted that he had obscured 
the clearness of the idea by writine " cam- 
panula " for "harebell," tor the sake of the 
alliteration. But the orator and the prose 
satirist find in this figure a valuable means 
of driving home their points, Ha/litt ^d 
that Grattan's wit or eloquence (he didn't 
know which) would be nothinj! without it, 
e.g.. " Their only means of government are 
tte guinea and the gallows." Sydney Smith 
supplies an amusing example: "The same 
passion which peoples the parnonage with 
chubby children, animates the Arminian and 
bests in the breast of the Baptist." Profes- 
sional wits delight in thus " playing with the 
letter." Dr. Parr called Bishop Porfeus "a 

floor paltry prelate, proud of petty popu- 
srity. and perpetually preaching to petti- 
coats." And that scornful p, as in pish, pooh, 
pshaw, served Whistler as well: " What has 
Oscar in common with Art? except that he 
dines at our tables, and picks from our 
platters the plums tor the pudding lie peddles 
171 the provinces." There were times when 
even preachers diid not di.idaiu " apt allitera- 
tion's artful aid." The University of Oxford 
once heard these words from the pulpit of St. 
Mary's: " I have brought you some fine bis- 
cuits baked in the oven of charity, carefully 
conserved for the chickens of the church, the 
sparrows of the spirit, and the sweet swal- 
lows of salvation." Even in our own days the 
IjSw Courts have heard this in a charge by 
Mr. Justice Avory : "If history is to be made 
of the tittie-tattle of the Upper Tooting tea- 
tables. . ." NiimberlcsE couples like hearth 
and home, bag and baggage, fast and furious, 
first and foremost, thick and thin, testify to 
the popularity of this figure, which has even 
imposed a common misquotation of the last 
line of ' Lrcidas.' 

.Ian-e GreeS- 



SOME QUARTERINGS FOR NORMAN 
LORDS. 

THE issue between Ellis in his ' Antiquities 
of Heraldry ' and Planch6 in ' The Pur- 
suivant of Arms ' may be regarded a« settled. I 



All the later authoritiee, Round [Arch. Jour. 
vol. li pp. 43-8), Barron {' Encyc. Brit." 
I3th ed. art. ' Heraldry '), and Mr, Anthony 
Wagner (' Historic Heraldry,' p. 15) are on 
Planch^'a side. They agree that no family, 
English or foreign, posseeses a coat of arms 
that can be shown by its presence on a seal, 
a lomb, a MS. or by any other evidence to 
have been in. existence before the second quar- 
ter of the twelfth century, in the last years 
of the .Norman dynasty. 

But "Norman blood," in spite of Tennyson, 
is a prized distinction; and, since a quarter- 
ing in. a Ehictd of arms is a visible evidence 
of ancestry, coats representative of Norman 
lords aro obviously desirable. If they did not 
exist it was necessary to invent them. So, 
very early in the heraldic period, this seems 
to have been done. It is probable that tho 
monasteries wore the first to realise the neces- 
nity. Like other feudal lords they would need 
some armorial device for use on their seals, 
and the most obvious selection would be a 
vannnt of their founder's coat. But many 
of them, including some of the greatest, had 
been founded in early Norman or pre-Con- 
ciuest da.vs when arms did not exist; and 
therefore they had to invent a posthumous 
device for their founder before they could 
adopt it for themselves. Quite early in the 
thirteenth century Weetminster had thus 
devised a shield of arms for the Confessor, 
based, apparently, on the design of one of his 
coins. Abingdon then assiuned that these 
arms had descended to him from the ancestors 
by whom that abbey was founded, and. with 
a change of tinctures, adtopted them also. St, 
Albans (Monsflticon II. 178) and Winchcombe 
(ibid, ii, pi, sii) similarly attributed to their 
founders the saltire which was afterwards 
assumed to be the arms of Mercia and its 
dynasty. So the Priory of Coventry attributed 
to Leofric, and then adopted as its own, the 
sable eagle which the Temples afterwardk 
pirated, Neath Abbey chose for its founders 
and itself the punning mouth-organs or 
clarions appropriate to the lords of Glamor- 
gan. The abbey of Brndenstoke attributed to 
its founder, Walter de Eureux (' Mon,' vi, 
337). the paly shield with a leopard in chief 
remained on its buildings until these 
despoiled a few years ago by a mil- 
lire owner of American newspapers, 
■ligious and national zeal next conspired 
to invent arms tor historical and even mythi- 
c;il characters of a more dietant past. The 
folk-Ior« of the Jews, as well as of the 
TeutonK, was accepted, as by fundamentalists, 
Jehovah's Witnesses, and the Rev. Melohise- 
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dech Howler, for literal fact ; rojai and 
other duscente were traced to Adam or Thor 
or even to both ; and coats of arms were 
devised for these ancestors and even for such 
heroes ot Classical. Jewish and Christian 
antiquity as the Nine Worthies — Glaston- 
bury Abbey bore the coat, or one of the coats, 
attribnted to Sing Arthur; Dnrham shared 
its croBB and lions with St. Oswald, St. Cuth- 
bert, St. Oswj and Wakhor, the first Nor- 
man bishop ; St. Peter's keys and the three 
crowns of St. Edmund appeared on the 
fifteenth century seals of Peterborough and 
St. Edmundsburv (Mon. i, v, III pi. xvii). 
The cross of St. George and the saltire of St. 
-indrew on the churches ot HaRboume, Berks, 
and Turkdean, Glos. flhow that the Seven 
Champions of Christendom had become armi- 
gerouB before the end of the fourteenth cen- 
tury. The early rolls of arms, e.^. Glover's 
c 1244, include few, if any, of these imaginary 
coats; two aenluries later Handle Holme's 
Book begins and ends with the shields of 
heroes, kings, and potentates of all ages and 
races, saints, soldans and the Knights of the 
Round Table. The couutercoloured roses ot 
Sir Bevie of Hampton became the municipal 
insignia of Southamjiton. 

Since quartorinfis are a comparatively late 
heraldic development, nnd at first represented 
territorial claims rather than ancestry, lay- 
men and Bubjacte were not so early faced with 
the necessity of discovering or inventing the 
arras of their ancestors. It was probably not 
until the Tudor age that such a need was 
generally felt. This, therefore, is the date of 
most of these inventions, for which the newly- 
incorporated College of Heralds would seem to 
be mainly rcBponsible. The systematic Visita- 
tions which began in the sixteenth century 
provi,ded these merchnnte with large oppor- 
tunities to market their wares in the shape 
of mnny-qnnrtered shields illustrating the 
alleged descent of their patrons from the com- 
panionR of the Conqueror or even from the 
earis of Anglo-Saxon England. In their 
eagerness to spread the net as wide as pos- 
sible thfj even invr-ntodl new coats for men 
who had aclually assumed arms in the late 
Norman period, of whirh the records had been 
forgotten. Thus new coats were devised for 
Stroncbow. the conqneror of Ireland, who 
bore, like his father before him, a cheveronny 
Fhield. and for le Fort de Vivonne, seneschal 
of Poitou. Slrongbow was given six sable 
lions, set in pairs, or in threes, on a gold 
shield, nnd also a chief with three crosslets ; 
le Fwt, renamed de Fortibns bv confusion 
with de Forz, was g[yei\ three rod mallets in 



a silver sbieiil instead of his early coat of a 
red chief on a silver field. The arms of other 
families were pi-e-dated by being ascribed to 
their Norman ancestors. Thus the cinqfoil 
(pimpernel) adopted by the fourth Earl of 
Deioester in allusion to his descent from Per- 
nel or Petronilla. heiress of Grantmesnit, was 
attributed to the first of them, and the 
quarterly coat by which tho Lucys indicated 
their relationship to Vore and Maiideville was 
ascribed to libert de Lacy a tenant in chief of 
Domesday (Hari. Soc. xviii, 5; Ui'imahigigii' 
Mngmlne, vol. vii, No. 9, p. 169), On the 
other hand, for the first Newbourg ear! of 
Wartt'ick, us tor Tort the Rich, ancestor of 
the Harrourts, coats were devised entirely 
different from those actually borne by their 
descendants. 

Some acquaintance with these attributions 
is thus necessary if tho persons intended are 
to be identified "by the heraldic student faced 
with a I'udor or Stewart shield of many 
quarterings in an armorial window or on 
ji tomb or a seal. They are none the less in- 
structive and interesting for being fictitious; 
the cheveronny pales of Aldred, tor instance, 
or the lion and chief ot his grandson Wal- 
theot, identified among the quarterings ot a 
Bhield, imply a descent from Alfred the Great 
and C'harlemagne, and also from Rollo the 
nan, first of the Norman dukes, 
ot the largest collections ot attributed 
arms to be found in England appears among 
the seven hundred quarterings of the Gren- 
villea, painted in a great circular shield on 
the ceiling of the MS. Library at Stowe (Lips- 
comb's 'Bucks ' iii, 93). Each quartering has 
a headstrip inscribed with a name, and the 
colIeKtion ihuH serves the purpose of a roll 
of arms. As it contains some coats not else- 
where recorded, nnd many that do not appear 
ill the more accessible books ot reference, tho 
following list has been extracted and is here 
put on record in the hope that it may be 
ot service to the antiquarian reader: 
Aldbed, paly ot five silver and gulM barry 
indented counterchanged the downward 
points on the pales the upward points be- 
tw(«n them; more concisely, barry indented 
with four upward points silver and gules 
two pales counterchanged. ' D.N.B.' ; 
' Complete Peerage ' i, 351 ; vi. 635 ; ii 702. 
Aloar, sable an eagle gold; Earl of Mereia. 

Dugdale i, 10. 
BA1.IOL, ermine a scocheon gules. 
Beaumes, gules, billety and a lion gold. 
BelIiOmont, gules a cinqfoil ermine. ' Com- 
plete Peerage,' vii. 527; Duedale i. 70. 
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CoNsni, gules a leopard gold, Robert, Earl 

ot Gloucester, illegitimate son of Henry I; 

'D.N.B.'; 'Complete Peerage' v, 6K. 
CouHCY, silver three eagles gulee. Dugdale 

i, 451. 
Cegon, lozengy gold and gules. 
Dabitot, party gold and gules three roundels 

counterchanged. Dugdale i, 462. 
Euso, gules a cross in a border gold. 

' Complete Peerage,' v, 114.' (This seems, 

in. fact, to be the coat invented for Odo, 

the mythical Duke of Mercia, co-founder of 

Tewkesbury Abbey. ' Monaaticon " ii, 53). 
Edr&ux, vair two pales gules on a chief sil- 
ver a leopard sable. Dugdale i, 174. 
FiTzDuNCAN, gold three cuahions gules in a 

tressure of Scotland. ' Complete Peerage,' 

i, 353. 
FitzGbrold, silver two leopards gules. 
FitzHamon, azure a leopard ranrpant goldL 

'D.N.B.'; Dugdale i, 406. 
FiTzNiGBL, gules three almonds in pale gold. 

Harl. Soc. xviii. frontispiece, p. 5. 
FiTzOsaeBN, gules a bend silver a fess gold. 

' D.N.B.' ; ' Complete Peerage,' vi, 447. 
FiTZ Walk ELI NE, barry azure and gulee a lion 

ermine. Dugdale i, 511. 
Geenonb, azure a lion silver. ' Complete 

Peerage,' iii, 166; Harl. Soc. xviii, 4. 
Gloocestbb, gules three clarions gold. 

PlanchS, ' Pursuivant of Arms,' p. 131 ; 

' Complete Peerage,' v, 682. 
Gjti?jTMcSNiL gules a pale gold. ' Complete 

Peerage,' vii, 520; Dugdale i, 425. 
GuAsen, party gold and sable a bend vair. 

' D.N.B.'; ' Complete Peerage,' ii, 571. 
Kbv&lioc, azure six sheaves gold. ' Complete 

Ptierage,' iii, 167; Harl. Soc. xviii, 4. 
Lacy, quarterly gold and gules a bend sable 

a label azure. Harl. Soc. xviii, 5. 
LisuKEs, gold a chief azure. Harl. Soc. xviii, 



5. 



sagle sable. 'D.N.B.' 



Leofric, g 

Dugdale i, _. 
LuPTJS, ftzure a wolf's head rased silver. 
' Complete Peerage,' iii, 164 ; Harl. Soc. 



, 4. 



'D.N.B.'; 



Mbllent, lozengy gold and 

' Complete Peerage,' vii, ui.<. 

MeschinEs, silver a lion gules. ' Complete 
Peerage.' iii, 166; Harl. Soc. xviii, 4. 

MiLO, gules two bendls the upper gold the 
lower silver. ' D.N.B.'; 'Complete Peer- 
age,' vi, 451. 

Newburge, lozengy gold and azure in a bor- 
der gules bezanty. Dugdale i, 70; Baker's 
' Northants,' i, 414. 

J^EWMAKCH, gules a fesse indented gold. I>ng- 
dale i, 435. ■ 



RimLEsi'OBD, silver six scallop-ehells sable. 

Baker's ' Northants,' i, 694. 
Rohan, gules ten false lozenges gold. 
Homely, barry of eight gold and gules. Dog- 
dale i, 451. 
St. Hilary, «ilver on a chief azure two sal- 
tires gold. 'Complete Peerage,' vi. 500; 
Dugdale i, 209. 
St. Valeby, gold two leopards gules. Fowicke, 
' Christian Life in the Middle Ages,' p. 
147; Dugdale i, 454. 
Saxon Kihob, azure a mill-croES between 
four martlets gold. (The quartering is 
several timee repeated, and always with a 
mill-cross instead of the usual cross paty.) 
Steongbow, silver on a chief azure three 
crosses formy fitchedj of the field. ' N. and 
Q.', clxxxi. 268. 
ToRF, lozen^ or and gulee. Lipscomb ' Bucks, 

5^9; Dugdale i. 70. 
Vernon, gold a fesse azure. 
Waltheof, silver a lion azure a chief gules. 
' D.N.B.'; ' Complete Peerage,' i, 361; vi, 
638; ix, 702. 
YvEnr, gold three cheverons gules. White, 
Kennett, ' Parochial Antiquities,' i, 77. 
As Lipscomb notes, Bucks iii, 108, the Gren- 
ville quarterings were repeated on sepiiTate 
shields in a series ornamenting the arches and 
dbmes of the Gothic Temple in the park at 
Stowe When this building wb6 adapted for 
use as the armoury of the school O.T.C. these 
shields were removed by persons who do not 
appear to have considered that armory is a 
most appropriata decoration ot an armoury. 
Seventeen shields, of copper, .each with its 
painted coat and hea-fctrip, were lately eewi 
in the Headmaster's study. They were much 
more eafilj read than the quartenngs on the 
ceilinif of the library ; and if the whole aeiiw 
had been similarly accessible this record might 
have been more complete, and, possibly, m 
some instances, more accurate in detail, e.g. 
it is not clear whether the beast in the shield 
of Eureux is a leopard or a lion passant. The 
list has been checked, however, by reference to 
a record of the coat* in the windows of the 
Grenville chapel at Wotton Underwood. 
E. A. Gbeeninc Lamboen. 



SAMUEL ROWLANDS AND THOMAS 
LODGE. 

TT is not, of course, uncommon for Eliza- 
^ bethan writers to borrow without acknow- 
ledgment whole passages from the work of 
their tellCRvs. but in the case of Rowlands 
there is additional interest which will per- 
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